
Eco Early Learning & 
 Bush Kinder enrollment pack

Parents Guide.

Nature play, many ways.



Hello! ...................................................  01
Our eco ethos ...............................  02
Seeds of change .........................  03
Growing together.......................  04
Seeds of learning .......................  05
Our spaces ......................................  06-07
A word from our founder........ 08
A bit about Adrian Grundy .... 09

Better together............................... 10
 
 
  
 

Contents

Eco Early Learning
Enrollment Pack



Hello!
Welcome to Eco Early 
Learning & Bush Kinder.

A learning environment where every child is 
inspired in, and around, nature.
 
Eco Early Learning and Bush Kinder is a 
place where children grow and  �ourish in a 
caring and supportive education community 
that encourages curiosity and fosters 
adventure. Watch your child grow as they 
explore a dynamic relationship with other 
children through outdoor play and real-
world living. 
 
Let your child experience the wonders of 
our little world.  

We believe that children’s toys a better 
powered by imagination than batteries.
 
Remember the joy of playing ‘make-believe’ 
in the backyard or the local park? Squelching 
about in mud when it rained? Every leaf was 
a boat, every gumnut a teacup. 

 When children play and socialise freely and 
use their own imagination and initiative; 
through this developmental, emotional and 
mental health are vastly improved. Early Eco 
Learning and Bush Kinder provide a fully 
rounded approach to care, education, play 
and connection. The journey of learning is 
woven through each day’s activities, creating, 
memorable and lasting experiences for your 
child.

Connect. grow. shine.
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Our eco ethos.

Our Eco Kids are exposed to sustainable practices and the environmental reasons behind it. With a 
clear vision on sustainability and the long-term bene�ts that result out of these practices for humans 
and our planet, Early Eco Learning brings together the indoors and outdoors; combining to create a 
powerful and integrated learning environment. Both indoors and outdoors are available to Eco Kids 
simultaneously, with each environment being encouraged and considered of equal value to a child’s 
learning and development. In both settings, children can control and modify their surroundings, so 
they are versatile and supportive of both play and education.
 
Our principles of outdoor play and learning encourage children to explore the philosophy of reuse 
and recycle. As part of the Eco Early Learning ethos, the children are exposed to the practices and the 
environmental reasons behind it. The outdoor and indoor environments receive planning, 
management, evaluation, resourcing, sta�ng and adult interaction on an equal par.
 
Outdoors is both a teaching and learning environment and links to our Sustainability focus. We actively 
encourage both families and the wider community to adopt sustainable practices and share ideas with 
our team as a commitment to our children and their future. 

Sustainability
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3.

Seeds of change.
Sustainability

We are committed to protecting our precious environment to ensure a sustainable future for our 
children, and through continuous improvement, we strive for a better tomorrow. Learning about 
sustainability starts with everyday practice. Sustainable practices are embedded in the children’s daily 
routine and their day-to-day activities; these include:

• Using recyclable materials where possible
• Encouraging children to use half  ush on the toilets
• Encouraging children to turn the water of when they have washed their hands
• Encouraging children to recycle paper and rubbish within their rooms, at home and when in the     
community
• Talking with the children about electricity and encouraging them to turn o� lights
• Educating children and having them participate in ‘garden to plate’ activities i.e. seed sprouting, 
weeding, vegetable gardens, cooking amongst other activities, compost.
• Educating children on caring for plants and our waterways i.e. recycling water
• Emptying the children’s drinking bottles onto the garden.
• Asking families to bring in recyclable items to use for arts and craft
• Planning excursions and incursions focused on sustainable practices, such as: Visiting the zoo and 
learning about the animals (sponsoring an animal)
• inviting families and other community members to share their sustainable ideas and practices.

Nature play, many ways.
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Growing together.
Nutrition plays an essential role in supporting 
healthy, optimal growth and development for 
the children in our care. With this in mind, we 
have made it our responsibility to provide 
your child with meals and snacks which are 
full of nutrients, vitamins and minerals 
essential for young growing bodies and 
learning minds.
 
We are proud to cater your children with a 
healthy breakfast, morning tea, lunch, 
afternoon tea and a late snack. Our meals and 
snacks are healthy, tasty and fun. We 
encourage tasting plates, �nger foods and 
meal times that your children will remember 
and come home talking about.
We use high-quality, fresh ingredients and a 
broad range of �avours and textures to create 
meals 
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Nutrition

that meet and often exceed, the latest 
nutritional guidelines for children in care. You 
can tell as you walk through our doors that 
we have a passion for providing great meals 
for the children in our care because you will 
always smell our cook, making something 
amazing in our kitchen. Our cook takes pride 
in creating fresh, seasonal, healthy meals for 
your children.
Following the six indigenous planting seasons, 
Eco Kids care for gardens, learning about 
food, nutrition and also the art of patience as 
they tend and care for The Patch. The Kitchen 
Garden is located with Mulberry bushes and a 
rock garden that have been given careful 
consideration in both design and layout to 
support sustainability practices.
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We believe that nature provides the perfect 
environment for children to learn the value of 
connection and connectedness to everything 
on the planet. At the majority of our centres, 
learning takes place in the outdoor discovery 
environment ide where children can explore 
concepts and in a very practical, sensorial, 
active and contextual manner. 
 
We are often asked how we are preparing 
children for school if “all they do is play 
outside”. We believe that learning comes in 
many forms, and our approach is to nurture 
curiosity and fascination. 

Our highly consultative environment encourages 
children to explore curricular concepts using 
higher-order thinking, problem-solving, self-risk 
assessing and complex language.
 
Life lessons through the planting and harvesting 
of vegetables, the creation of natural habitats to 
increase biodiversity in the area and the use of 
natural rivers to explore the properties of water 
all give children tangible ways of working with 
nature to strengthen their connection to it.

Seeds of learning.
Curriculum
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Outdoor Play

Animal Logic

The outdoor play area at Eco Early Learning and Bush Kinder provides young children with the best 
possible environment in which to learn, grow and thrive. The environment supports the holistic 
education of the child and is founded in the highest form of research. 
 
Where children can play and socialise freely and use their imagination and initiative. All the areas of 
learning can be achieved outside while the children’s long-term social, emotional and mental health is 
improved. 

The garden is arranged on di�erent levels, with 
sand and hard surfaces. Made up of paths, 
steps, logs, trees, shrubs, slides, a play cubby, 
sandpits, an old boat, a mud kitchen and a 
water pump. There is an abundance of natural 
materials – twigs, leaves, stones, bark, seeds 
for nature play, many ways. 

By caring for our chickens, rabbits and reptiles, Eco 
Kids develop empathy and compassion working to 
our goals of creating a kinder tomorrow. The 
garden naturally attracts birds, bees and insects to 
this microhabitat where everyone plays their part.
Our worm farm and a composting barrel, 
supporting our sustainability focus and with access 
to scienti�c equipment and small games apparatus 
developing engaged and active learners. The 
garden naturally attracts birds, bees and insects 
and the children have made bird boxes for our 
resident Burke parrots. 

Our spaces.
Learning Environment
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Meet Pheobe

Picture Perfect

Introducing our pet parrot Phoebe, she is a 
young Eclectus Parrot that lives in our foyer 
and roams free throughout the center. We do 
not believe in putting Phoebe in a cage as she 
is part of our Eco Family and likes to greet 
everyone as they arrive on Campus. 

Phoebe is very friendly and does not bite, but 
she may �y down and give you lots of kisses 
or land on your shoulder for a hug, but don’t 
be alarmed as she is harmless and just wants 
to be a part of everything we do.

At Eco Early Learning and Bush Kinder there is a vast arrangement of children who come from varying 
cultures, socioeconomic situations, parental unit make up, cognitive and motor skills levels, English 
levels and personal experience backgrounds. 

With this in mind, our Educators are very aware that each child has a di�erent story to tell, a di�erent 
‘voice’ and view on the world. Seeing the world through the eyes of the child gives us a deeper 
understanding of the child and can be utilised in many di�erent ways. 

Photography is a prominent part of our children's weekly experience and we showcase the children's 
artwork and use this as a time to have real robust conversations around what they are seeing and why 
they chose to photograph each scene. Through the use of photos as well as listening to the children talk 
about the pictures, we gain a deeper understanding of the children’s views.

We are proud to have Miss May our professional in-house photographer lead this study and implement 
this with our children.
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Changing little worlds through 
words.

The Eco Early Learning Center &amp; Bush 
Kinder Team has undertaken extensive 
research on the importance of a library in our 
children's life. The value of learning books at 
an early age is an essential stepping stone 
into literacy, and we recognised these bene�ts 
by providing a full library environment for 
children and their families and encourage 
regular library lending. 

 

 Through access to a library in the early years 
we seek to capture a child’s interest and 
imagination, librarians intuitively believe that 
they help children discover that libraries and 
literacy can be an enjoyable and valued part 
of their lives.

Each week books are added to the library for 
Eco Kids to take home and share with the 
family. Families are welcome to dwell in the 
library and simply enjoy some quiet time 
together and enjoy a book.
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Our spaces.
Learning Environment
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In 2017 I noticed there appeared to be a severe gap occurring in modern childhood, which was 
delaying emotional and social development. The more research I did, the more I believed this had 
a lot to do with the changing nature of childhood today. 

The family dynamic had changed in many circumstances, technology has advanced, and children 
are having less contact with nature as parents move into higher density living. Often with both 
parents working life has just become generally busier. 

This led me to connect with key researchers and specialists in the Early Years sector such as
Claire Warden, Anthony Semann, Sandi Phoenix, Chris Phoenix and Kimberley Beasley to create A 
Brains Trust to share ideas in concerning this topic. 

The one thing we all agreed on was that children need more access to nature and the ability to 
take calculated risks from a young age and this is where I developed the concept of Eco Early 
Learning and Bush Kinder.

I look forward to sharing more information with you all as you embark on this exciting journey with 
your children.
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Adrian Grundy is the proud owner of The Murdock Group which is comprised of Murdock 
Education Recruitment and Murdock Early Education Schools Group, both expertly driven Early 
Years Education centric businesses. 

Alongside this Adrian is a passionate advocate to the Early Years Sector and holds a committee 
seat for The Australian Childcare Alliance of Western Australia which is the peak sector body that 
promotes, informs and represents quality private children’s services throughout Western Australia. 

Adrian feels this position is where he can make practical changes to a sector close to his heart.

Adrian has also held positions in the sector such as Chairperson of a Community Based Not for 
Pro�t Child Care in Western Australia, where he was able to e�ectively lead change to drive and 
improve the quality outcomes for children within its service. 

Adrian takes great pride in his businesses and views his role as a great privilege that hundreds of 
families each day entrust his team of highly skilled educators with their children’s care and 
education each day.

Over the years Murdock Education Recruitment has become the market leader in Early Years 
Recruitment partnering with some of Australia’s leading childcare providers to �nd Australia’s best 
talent. 

The Murdock Team take great pride in hiring and training the sectors best and as such take hiring 
very seriously. They are passionate about �nding and retaining the best talent, as only the best will 
do for the children in our care.
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At Eco Early Learning &amp;amp; Bush Kinder, we value the great bene�t to children when parents 
and educators work together as a collaborative team. Placing great emphasis on developing active 
partnerships with our parents, based on mutual respect, open communication and shared 
decisions concerning their child.

Parents are welcome to spend time in our centres and partake in our exciting calendar of events 
which includes Christmas parties, family barbeques, graduation ceremonies, sports days and 
community excursions. There are also many opportunities to volunteer your time and unique skills 
through parent-lead activities throughout the year.

There are many things parents can do at home to help facilitate their child’s formal learning 
journey and make the time a child is with Eco Early Learning and Bush Kinder a create optimal 
outcomes.

We encourage you to develop positive, collaborative relationships with your child’s teaching teams 
will further nourish the experience of your child. Through simple undertakings like asking your 
child about the activities they enjoyed that day and exploring the projects together at home, you 
will more deeply connect with your child’s interests, talents and hobbies outside of the house.

Children succeed when there is an open and harmonious exchange of information between their 
home and their centre.   Through the exchange of ideas, we can then focus and tailor the child’s 
learning experiences.

We will promise to keep informed and suggest you read StoryPark, newsletters and information 
updates, so that you can prepare for upcoming events that take place at the centre.

Nicole Wortley
Operations Manager
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Better together.
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